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and Criteria (ONWI 33-1, not yet available) is intended to provide direction
for all NWTS Program efforts (a) by elucidating the program's objectives
and key baseline requirements (policies) and (b) by establishing general per-
formance criteria for the waste iso!ation system and general functional
criteria for the site, repository, and waste package components of the system.
The functional criteria are presented in further detail in Site Qualification
Criteria (ONWI 33-2), Repository Functional Design and Operating Criteria
(ONWI 33-3, not yet available), and Waste Package Functional Criteria
(ONWI 33-4, not yet available).

Program Plans

Radioactive waste is a critical component in the nuclear fuel cycle, A
geologic repository may isolate the waste from the biosphere for thousands
or millions of years. As DOE's lead contractor in the National Waste
Terminal Storage program, the Office of Nuclear Waste Isolation is
preparing or has supervised the preparation of an overall NWTS program
plan and five technical plans covering major programmatic activities needed
to prepare for the construction of such a repository.

Each technical plan deals with one aspect of the preparation; each will
contain an appendix describing current contracted research and devel-
opment activities under way concerning that topic; and each will explain
how that plan interrelates with the other NWTS activities. The plans
described below are in various stages of preparation.

National Waste Terminal Storage (NWTS) Program Plan. The NWTS
program is charged with developing and implementing technology that will
provide safe, environmentally acceptable isolation of commercial nuclear
wastes. This plan describes the activities under way and scheduled leading
toward atlainment of that objective. The plan provides structure and
indicates the integration of the efforts of all the NWTS program projects
(ONWI, BWIP, NNWSI, Seabed).

Rock Mechanics. This plan describes the NWTS rock mechanics
program (ONWI, BWIP, NNWSI) and the key rock mechanics problem
areas; outlines current NWTS rock mechanics projects; reports on the
development and verification of rock mechanics codes; explains how
technology generated in the program will be used; answers remaining rock
mechanics questions germane to repository design, siting, and construction;
and addresses the interfaces between the rock mechanics program, licensing,
and site evaluation.sposal or off-site storage will not be available untilpossible warping ofeld and laboratory investigations have been intensified on characterizing
